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(B.C.), Portsmouth, and Newport News, Va.
It is difficult to say which of these is the
largest, for no one has the greatest length,
width, and depth combined. The docks at
Boston and Levis, Quebec, however, come
neatest to the record, with inside lengths of
1,140 and 1,150 ft., respectively, widths at
the entrance of 120 ft., and drafts of 45 ft.
Floating dry docks furnish a means where-
by vessels may be removed from the water
for examination, cleaning, painting, and re-
pair of the outside of the hull; but whereas
all of the water must be pumped or run out of
a graving dock, a floating dock is a movable
structure capable of lifting the ship out of the
water and supporting it by virtue of the
dock's own buoyancy. The chief advantage
of a floating dock is its mobility; it can be
built in the cheapest and most convenient
place, and then towed to its destination, as
in the case of the United States dry dock
Dewey, constructed by the Maryland Steel
Co. at Sparrow's Point, near Baltimore, and
towed to the Philippine Islands. The floating
dock at Singapore is another famous modem
floating dock.

An early American patent for a floating
dock was granted in 1816, to J. Adamson,
for a wooden structure, with flat bottom,
vertical sides, and gates at one end, through
which the vessel could be floated. The water
was then pumped out and the vessel inspected.
With the exception of the gates, this shape
of dock is retained today. Later sectional
dry docks were developed. The modern float-
ing dock in its simplest form consists of a
hollow box or 'pontoon,' forming the buoyant
or lifting portion, with two hollow side-
walls, which contain the controlling machin-
ery, and afford a support for shores to the
vessel. The ends are left open, the under-
deck displacement being greater than the
combined weight of ship and dock, and so
affording sufficient buoyancy to lift the deck
above water-level. Both pontoon and sides
are cut up by numerous water-tight bulk-
heads into compartments to ensure stability in
case of listing or with an uneven load.

Floating docks require periodical inspection
throughout because of the destructive action
of the sea water. Modern large floating docks
are so designed that each part may be ex-
posed for inspection in turn; this latter end
is achieved by building the dock in sections,
so that it is what is called self-docking. The
largest floating docks are of steel, but most
of the smaller docks today, that is those
under 20,000 tons capacity, of which a great
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number were built in the United States dur-
ing the war, are either entirely of timber or
have timber pontoons with steel frame side-
walb. One or two docks have been built of
reinforced concrete.
Dock Warrant, a document issued by a
dock company or dock owner stating that
certain goods therein mentioned have been
received and are deliverable to the owner or
his assignees.
Doctor, a title originally the equivalent of
'teacher/ later developed into an honorary
title and academic degree. It was first used
as an academic degree in the law schools of
Italy in the i2th century, and at first was not
distinguished from 'master' and 'professor.'
For a long time conferred only by faculties
of law, it was gradually extended to theologyj
medicine and philosophy, and today consti-
tutes the highest academic honor in the vari-
ous fields of research. The degrees ordinarily
granted as a mark of distinction are: LL.D.,
doctor of laws; D.C.L., doctor of civil or can-
on law; J.U.D., juris utriusque doctor; D.D..
doctor of divinity; S.T.D., doctor of sacred
theology; LITT.D., doctor of letters; D.H.L.,
doctor of humane letters; D.M. or MUSD,,
doctor of music. By common consent in Ger-
many, England, and America the degrees oi
PH.D., doctor of philosophy, and M.D., doctor
of medicine, are granted today only after ex-
amination and the completion of prescribed
work. The extension of university courses
has led also to the establishment of the doc-
tor's degree in other departments, as D.SC.,
doctor of science; D.D.S., doctor of dental sur-
gery, etc.
Doctrinaire, an unpractical theorist who
argues on a 'theoretic scheme of policy that
admits of no pliability for contingencies*
(Lowell), The term is usually applied to so-
cial or political ideologists. The French doc-
trinaires who flourished during the restora-
tion period advocated a constitutional mon-
archy on the English model.
Dodder (Cuscuta), a widely distributed
genus of parasitic plants, usually regarded as
degenerate convolvulaceae.
Doddrldge, Philip (1702-51), English
nonconformist divine, was born in London,
and became pastor of the dissenting congre-
gation at Kibworth (1723). His works in-
clude On the Rise and Progress of Religion
in the Soul (1745). He was also the author of
numerous hymns, including 'Awake, my soul-,
stretch every nerve.*
Dodecagon, a regular polygon of twelve
equal sides and angles.